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D uring the second decade of 20th-century America, a magical place arose from 
discarded forests in p.oithern Michigan: Idlewild, known by many as "Black Eden;' 
The story of Idlewild,' Michigan, is a true American story: one of determination, 

pride, failure, recovery, celebration, and renaissance. Idlewild, a community listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places, is engaged in a unique rebuilding process using the 
strength of its heritage and the creative resilience of its residents. In partnership with the 
State of Michigan and others, Idlewild is participating in a cultural economic development 
project designed to help preserve its past, overcome lingering internal challenges, and rise 
from decades of neglect. 

Homesteaded in 1912 and platted in 1915, Idlewild was one of several dozen African 
American resorts established throughout North America during segregation. According 
to the National Resource Team (NRT), a national group of distinguished scholars: "At 
approximately 3,000 acres, Idlewild is the largest land based historically African American 
resort ever assembled in the United States. It is a rare and valuable national resource with 
physical and cultural significance." Like most of these resorts, Idlewild grew to social 
and economic prominence only to spiral downward in the late 1960s after the passage of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, when African Americans could legally exercise once forbidden 
recreational and entertainment choices. Today, Idlewild stands with five other surviving 
historic "African American Beaches:" American Beach (Florida); Freeman Beach 
(North Carolina); Highland Beach (Maryland); Oak Bluff (Massachusetts); and Sag 
Harbor (New York). 

Idlewild, approximately 35 miles east of Lake Michigan, and 240 miles northwest of 
Detroit, attracted investment by notables such as Madame c.]. Walker, Dr. WE.B. DuBois, 
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National Register Nominations 
Christine H. Messing / National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers / Rustin Quaide / National Park Service 
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